
In today’s issue of the newspaper, you can find out what did 4th to 9th grade students from QSI 
International School of Montenegro from Podgorica learn and write about the Democracy and 

Parliament. 

LIBERTY BRINGS US 
TOGETHER

Democracy is participation 

Separation of powers

„If you don‘t vote, you can‘t complain“
Montenegro
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DEMOCRACY IS 
PARTICIPATION

4. When you were young, how did you contribute 
to your society?

„Well, I was a member of scouts, and we did a lot 
of actions: picking up the trash, volunteering at the 
elderly people‘s homes, giving meals at the people’s 
kitchen...“

Democracy is way of life, and where everyone has the same 
and equal opportunity

Bartek was very interested in topic, so he was very 
curious about modern democracy and in what way he 

can be involved in democratic society.

1.What is the role of the U.S. Embassy in 
Montenegro?

„My role is to meet with representatives of 
government, in order to bring the American and 
Montenegrin government to speak together. It is 
also important to help the economy of Montenegro 
by introducing American companies.“

2. We heard that modern democracy was born in 
America. What can you tell us about it?

„When you grow up in America you think everyone 
is living in a democracy. But when you grow up, you 
find out that it doesn’t mean the same thing in all 
the countries. 

We are used to participating in public sphere (big 
word for you maybe?). We are used to volunteering, 
doing all sorts of actions.“

3. Can you tell us how children can contribute to 
democracy?

„They can help by making up their room (laugh)! 
They could learn about what is happening in their 
community. You should find out what is interesting 
for you and try to achieve that (for example, if you 
want to have more playgrounds, and you know that 
you are not the only one who thinks like that, you 
can go with other children and talk to the mayor). 

Today, we have opportunity to speak with Mr. Erik 
Holmgren, who is the Head of Political and Economic 
Section at the American Embassy in Montenegro.

We spoke with him about the importance of 
democracy.

Erik Holmgren in conversation with children about 
democracy and its values. 
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Matson, Bartek, Mr. Holmgren, Anastasija, Nina and Lucia (9-10 years)

Our way to express what is democracy

Anja showed us with her picture that in democracy 
everybody has the same right to vote. But only when they 

turn the right age.

Through her picture, Lucia showed that everyone has the 
same and equal rights, no matter their race, nation or 

religion.
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SEPARATION OF POWERS
Lets find out how the power is separated and why is it so 

important 
Living in Montenegro, I have 

always wondered about  
importance of separation of 

powers.

 Dear readers, what does power mean to 
you? For us, it means a lot. For example, in our daily 
life, we see our parents in our homes as the main 
power holders, the Principle at the school, etc. 

 While in countries such as Montenegro, 
USA, exist powers such as legislative, judiciary and 
executive, and it is often elected by the public in the 
form of election, i.e. democratic parliament.  

 So to help you to understand this topic 
we decided to meet Mr. Erik Holmgren from the 
American Embassy. He said that the main diferences 
between American and Montenegro democracy is 
that American  democracy is 200 years old, so it has 
more experience, while the Montenegrin democracy 
is old as the Montenegrin state - 7 years. We were 
interested if one could control all the branches of 
power what would happen. He gave us example of 
the king. He said that if the king doesn’t like you 
and you give him a good idea, he might not like it 
because he dislikes you. He is not democratic at all! 
Every society should be based on laws and ideas of 
different people.  If we have enough good laws, our 
life could be better and comfortable and safe. 

Have you ever asked yourself who brings laws and 
who  governs it and who protects it? In Montenegro, 
legislative branch of power brings laws (Parliament), 
Executive branch of power (Government) applies 
laws and Judiciary branch (Courts) protects the law.

As our guest said, in democracy we need and we 
want people who will be elected by the people and 
represent us so that democracy could grow. 

Author: Abhay

We disscussed with our guest from American Embassy 
Mr. Erik Holmgren about separation of powers in 

Montenegro. 

Let‘s find out 
with a greatest 

help of our 
guest Mr. Erik 

Holmgren.
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Our team: Jack, Iva, Jaden, Erik,  Abhay and Maya (12-14 years)

The law story
I don‘t like the laws 
here. I will make my 

own.

You can‘t make 
your own laws.

You are not 
authorized to make 

one.Why not, people 
would like it.

The parliament gets 
to, why can‘t I?

Because to make a 
law you need to elect 

a representative.

Oh I understand now, 
thank you for making 

it clear.

You‘re 
Welcome!
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Why is it important to decide? From every person you meet you will receive a different answer to this 
question. But what we discovered today is that people are what make up the world and most of who we are 
lies within our decisions. You can change so much with just one decision. People want to be involved when 
they learn their decisons are counted. Everyone is passionate about an idea and we all want and deserve to 
be heard.                                                                                                                       By Allie Holmgren

During the interview

            Q&A with Erik Holmgren

Q: Why is it important to be involved in making    
decisions?

A: “I want to have a say in what is happening in my life. 
Voting gives everyone the opportunity to decide what 
happens in their life.”

Q: How did you feel the first time you voted?

A: “The first time I voted, I was about 5 or 6 years old, 
and I went with my dad. He let me press the buttons 
for him and that instilled the importance to vote in me.”

Q: What types of elections are there in the 
U.S.A.?

A: “Americans love to vote. There are several elections: 
presidential, mayoral, congressional, school board, tons 
of elections.”

Q: How is the election process different than 
the one in the U.S.A.?

A: “In the U.S.A., a representative is elected from each 
state. Here,  there are things called party lists. The party 
list most people votes for gets about 15 members of the 
MP‘s in parliament, while the one with the least votes 
gets about one member in parliament.“ 

Q: Why is the American Voting term and 
citizenship different than the Montenegrin 
Voting term?

A: “There are different systems in place. Every country 
has the right to decide who is a citizen. The U.S.A. is a 
country that accepts immigrants and we want everyone 
to get the opportunity to vote!”

“IF YOU DON‘T VOTE, YOU 
CAN‘T COMPLAIN!“

During the interview with Mr. Erik Holmgren, Head 
of Political and Economic Section at American Embassy 

Montenegro 

Everyone deserves to be heard! 
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Marko, Artemy, Erik Holmgren, Allie, Mickey, Eliana (11-13 years)

Democratic elections are... 

Universal - it is for all voters. In Montenegro, voters are 
persons who are 18 years or older, have Montenegrin 

citizenship and at lest two years of residence. 

Eliana

Free - freedom of choice. It means to vote by our 
own opinion. No one can force us to vote different to our 

opinion. 

Eliana

Equal - 1 voter = 1 vote. Everyone can vote only 
once. It is fair for all.  And each vote counts equally.

 
Mickey

Secret suffrage - voting must be secret. We do not 
have to answer about our opinion. In USA, voting is 

online. In Montenegro, we have voting box. 

Marko and Artemy



8

No. 402, March 20, 2015

IMPRESSUM

This publication is a product 
of the Democracy Workshops 

“Barbara Prammer“ 
programe realized by 

Montenegro
P A R L I A M E N T

Edited by:  
Parliamentary Service 

Purpose of the publication:
Non-formal civic education

Published by: 
Parliament of Montenegro

For participation in the workshops, 
please contact us at:
Phone: (+382) 69 / 319 - 915
e-mail:  office@demokratskeradionice.me
www.demokratskeradionice.me


