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Active Citizenship (pp 2-3)

Voice of People (pp 4-5)
Importance of Laws (pp 6-7)

KNOWLEDGE MAKES 
DEMOCRACY STRONGER

In today’s issue of the newspaper, you can find out what participants of the English Access 
Microscholarship Program from Nikšić learned and wrote about Democracy and Parliament.

Our guest today was Mr. Lewis Gitter, Head of the Political and Economic Section of
the U. S. Embassy in Podgorica.

Author of drawing: Boris
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ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP
“Adults think young people can’t do anything and that is 
really wrong, because young people are full of big ideas“

Today we talked with our guest, Mr. Lewis Gitter, 
about our topic - active citizenship.

First of all, he said that he had been living here for 
a year and a half and he loves it. He also says that 
he’s never been in a place with such an untouched 
beauty.  Here we asked him some questions about 
our topic.

1. What is your job in the U. S. Embassy?

I am the Head of Political and Economic Section and 
Legal Procedures. I’ve been living here for a year and 
a half and I love it. 

An interview with our guest.

2. What is your opinion about people who don’t 
want to vote?

In my opinion, voting is a privilege and responsibility. 
Young people should be included in voting because 
that gives them an option to change something in a 
better way and make the world a better place.

3. What is the most important role of young  
active citizens?

To share positive energy, to try to make something 
different. Today’s problem is that adults think young 
people can’t do anything and that is really wrong, 
because young people are full of big ideas.

“Young people are the ones who are the biggest        
activists and need to improve our community“

Iva Dž, Iva V, Boris, Dragana, Nikola, Maša and Viktor (15 – 16 years)

Would you like to join 
Red Cross with me 

and start volunteering?
What did you say?

Volunteering is very 
important. It opens new 

opportunities, and you can 
learn new knowledge and 

skills.

Actually it’s not that 
important to me. Do you know how 

important volunteering is?

I’ve changed my mind, 
I guess I’m going.

Come with us at 
the next meeting.

That way, you also become 
an active citizen and that is 
very important. That way 
you contribute to your 

society.

Young people 
have great 

ideas.

4. Can you describe your first steps in  
democracy?

As a kid in primary and secondary school, I was  
interested in politics. After school, I would always go 
and do something for my community and that was 
really interesting to me. I used to talk a lot about 
that with my grandparents who learned me a lot  
about that.

5. How can young people contribute to  
democracy?

Young people should participate in everything, so 
they can see how that feels and not just that, they 
can be leaders too. 
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VOICE OF PEOPLE
“Voting is important because you have a voice you want to be 

heard”

Jovana, Nikola, Jelena K, Nađa, Jelena B, Mirko, Milenko and Jelena Z. (15 – 17 years)

Elections

Please be very smart,
in elections take your part.
We need to choose wise,

‘cause the future depends on us.

When you vote, don’t be shy,
you choose the future, so don’t lie.

Choose the one you think is the best,
and then you can take a rest.

With elections help your state,
if you don’t raise your voice, it will be late.

And in the end, I will tell you this,
choose one and don’t miss.

Authors: Mirko and Nađa

system is a little more complicated and each state 
has its own set of rules.

Finally, our guest has also expressed his feelings 
about time that he voted for the first time and 
made a very important point. It is important for 
young people to have a voice and to be included in  
important topics such as this one.

Authors: Jelena Z, Jovana and Milenko

Dear readers,

If you’ve ever wondered about political elections 
and its rules, we suggest you to keep reading.

Firstly to clarify, elections are not only connected 
with politics. Elections also mean freedom and  
ability to express your opinion. In politics, it’s your 
vote that is important. Speaking of importance,  
voting in your country means to be able to change 
something and to be involved in important aspects 
affecting you as an individual and your community.  If 
you’re given a choice you should use it wisely and 
not let your surrounding choose for you. In our 
country you have variety of choices, three to be  
exact: presidential, parliamentary and local. 

From our guest today, who is a high politician, we 
have found out election rules in the US. Considering 
that the USA is way bigger than Montenegro, voting 
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We talked with our guest Mr. Lewis Gitter about 
the impact of young people in the process of 
creating and implementation of laws. He told us 
that young people, such as ourselves, are the ones 
that should have a say in politics, because we look at 
the world with fresh eyes and bring in new passion 
and perspective, that may have got lost at the older 
generations due to having to deal with multiple 
challenges throughout their lives. When it comes 
to laws, younger people should have a say in their 
creating, but older people should revise those laws 
and judge whether or not they can be implemented 
or they are unrealistic.

Author of the text: Maša

IMPORTANCE OF LAWS
Laws are the rules that define what we can or can’t do and if 

we don’t abide by them we will face consequences

Dear readers,

Today we talked about the importance of the laws in 
our country and we would like to share it with you.

Laws are the rules that define what we can or 
can’t do and if we don’t abide by them, we will face 
consequences. 

In our country, laws can be proposed by anyone who 
is a Montenegrin citizen, at least eighteen years old 
and has lived in the country at least for two years. 
That means that it can be done by 6 000 voters 
through an MP, MPs (Members of Parliament) and 
members of the Government. 

Democracy is one of the most perfect systems 
when it comes to laws, because everyone has a say 
in law’s creation and if people aren’t satisfied with 
them, they can show their dissatisfaction, through  
protests, voting at elections etc. 

The highest legal act of a country is the Constitution, 
but in it there are no laws. Instead, it speaks about 
organization of the country and human rights, and all 
laws have to comply with it.

Laws must be made to suit all of the people and their 
rights. That’s why penalties for breaking the law must 
also be in accordance to those rights. Many argue 
that death penalty, that is legal in some countries of 
the world, including United States of America, is in 
fact against basic human rights. Whatever someone’s 
attitude on death penalty is, one thing is, there must 
be some kind of punishment for breaking laws. It 
goes from minor things, such as fines and community 
service, to major ones, such as going to prison.

While talking to our guest, we learned more about 
the laws in the United States. In general, laws are 
made by Legislative branch of the Senate and they 
get all done through by the Congress. However, that 
doesn’t mean that people have no say in proposing 
and making the laws.

America is built on some universal values, such as 
life, liberty, freedom etc. and every ammendment in 
the Bill of Rights is written according to them.

Jelena Š, Jelena T, Anđela, Maša, Vasilije, Srđan, Monika and Jana (15 – 16 years)

Constitution of the Parliament of Montenegro is the  
highest act of all acts and it is the first in hierarchy of  
acts.                                                Author: Jelena Š.

Jelena T. and Anđela illustrated the Great Hall in the 
Parliament of Montenegro.

That‘s a really 
interesting topic.

Authors of photo-story: Jana, Monika, Srđan and Vasilije

What do you think about 
the laws in our country?

Let‘s learn more 
about the laws.
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